BLACK   MUSTARD, Brassica nigra (L.) Koch.

276. Black Mustard, Brass/a? n/gra (L.) Koch. (X J); annual
up to about 4 ft. high, glaucous-green all over, especially
the branches, not hairy (glabrous); leaves alternate, lower stalked,
more or less obovate or
,broadly elliptic, with
one or two much small-
er or very small extra
lobes on the edge of
the deeply channelled
stalk, wavy-toothed on
the margin, paler be-
low; leaves smaller up-
wards and entire as
they become bracts at
the base of the branches
bearing the flowers;
these few in racemes;
buds (A, X 0) 4-hump-
ed at the top; sepals
(B, X 1J) spreading in
flower, a little longer
* than the claws of the
lemon-yellow petals (C,
X 0); stamens (D, X 1J)
6n 4 long and 2 short;
anthers becoming
curved, arrow-shaped at
the base; ovary (E, X 1-J) narrow, containing several ovute&
inserted on the walls; fruits (F, X 0) parallel with the flower
axis, about 4 in. long, beaked by the persistent style, 4-angled
by the 4 ribs, a rib up the middle of each valve; seeds (G, X 4)
dark brown, closely and minutely pitted (family Crucifenie).

To be found in hedges and waste places, sometimes on sea-
cliffs ; frequently an escape from cultivation; it has the appear-
ance of a maritime plant because of the clean glaucous-green
colour of the stems. The bright-yellow flowers of this species
have a strong odour of coumarin. There are 4 green nectaries, of
which 2 are on the inner side of the short stamens, and the others
between the insertions of the long stamens. Insects effect cross-
foollination. Self-pollination may also be brought about when
The flowers are bent by the wind, as the anthers of the long stamens
are at the same level and close to the stigma.
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